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THE POSITION OF WOMEN
IN THE
SOCIALISTIC UTOPIA.

BY MRS. CAROLINE FAIRFIELD CORBIN.

The system of economic reform, known under the gen-
eral name of Socialism, has a century or more of history
at its back; it has been discussed and advocated by some
of the most brilliant minds of Europe during all that time,
and more than half a hundred practical experiments of its
workings have been made in the United States, yet it is
only within the last ten or fifteen years that its doctrines
have taken a decided hold upon the intellectual life of the
Nation. Even now, though the air is full of the contention
concerning “the tyranny of - capitalism,” the “pauperiza-
tion of the masses,” and “the infamy of the unearned in-
crement”—catch words which have sprung out of the
rather indiscriminate discussion which has been going
on—there is still much haziness in the public mind con-
cerning the ultimate ends proposed by Socialism, and the
practical means by which they are to be attained. That -
Socialism and Anarchism are somehow connected, is so
obvious to the most careless observer that the words
associate themselves without an effort. Just what this
connection may be, and just what are the points of differ-
ence so strongly insisted upon by the leaders of Socialism
when they are called upon to define their relationship to
those whom they not infrequently designate as their “mis-
guided brethren,” is a matter not generally made clear,
while the industrial and political emancipation of women
which is part and parcel of all complete Socialistic
schemes, wears an aspect of beneficence towards worman,
and is loudly proclaimed as a simple act of justice to the
weaker sex, such as only the most hide-bound conserva-
tive could have the audacity to challenge.

Perhaps I may therefore be pardoned for making a few
clear statements concerning the origin and aims of Social-
ism, substantiating them by references to the writings of
the ablest and best known of Socialistic leaders, and draw-
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iug_ from _them only such inferences as shall be perfectly
logical, fair and just to all concerned.

In the last decade of the eighteenth century, causes
quite unlike, brought about in the two countries of :England
and France, a state of things among the working classes
sc_)mewhat similar. In France, the mis-rule of the Bourboﬁ
kings had produced such a state of misery among the poor
as had perhaps scarcely a parallel in European histor pand
the whole fabric of society and government seen’iréd to
the philosophers of that time, and not without some show
%’f} reason, to I}:)E fit only for overthrow and destruction.

1e proclamation of the American Republic served as the
E;dm?pﬁlikz '\{Oltalfe} ROUSSGEEW;?CIwt};:gh];r?ceygleoagég?s%z

1T se ‘ 1
diffused throughout France, and indeeq throughout

Europe. The flame broke forth ;
known as the French Revolutiolu ) s il sl

In England during the sa
cultural values, and the intr

(Ee 1‘;;:1‘10(] the decline of agri-
factories, had combined to pro&lucctlaog Fifnll-rll;; };lthry flntc_; tl?tj
?111011% tf_le pOor. Th_e almost incredible wretchido :msel}c_i

egradation of En_ghsh agricultural laborer ness an'
operatives at that time are well get forth b SHand factory
man in his voluipe entitled “The Histori(:al}j;, : M, 1‘1}-'1_1(1-
ism in England,” and substantiated by con; L
official Blue Books. It Y copious references to

sl
g St c11-urc1311?.;111ci[c1]3i eI;)OtEd alzo that in both
’ resented then far more

than it does now, the only -
tivity, had fallen into a sffatlt;e;?géié:;;l ‘iglc-lm ‘of }'eligiopsl ac-
vigor. In spite of the noted divines wh “'i"alnt of spiritual
c_rled out against the materialism and 10 here _and there
t11n1es{ 15 }Tllad brought upon itself the con}c?mm ality of the
Ple"] an ltle wrath and satire of stron mpt of the peo-
philosophers of the latter part of e g?rhrpmds. If the
were t}le enemies of religion, ag many ofe*lc% teenth century
not without some show of justification firéin:v(tglre, lft wzs
; 1e forces

which should have stood ¢
heaven and heavenly things.or God, for Spirituality, for

It was therefore g revolt
gover?ment, ;l determination to I
poor fo equality with the grro0 :
b?ndthfl gulper?tition, to con‘fg?cinthgfg;}rﬁg throw off the
;?[?:rtyeeuggfl?it forzln of existence known to that humanity
Bbe aleqbest yh:{?t fratemlty In human re{;?ﬂ, and that
human mind l"lad11 age, here and hereafte flon-S s

any evidence, whick Wasr,tl?e which the
energizing

‘

motive of the French and English philosophers of that time,

The French Revolution ran its mad course and gave way
to the military reaction of the Napoleonic period, but the
intellectual life of France and England was still permeated
by the new sense of brotherhood among men; a vague
outreaching, towards a community of goods, a community
of interests, such as had partially prevailed.in some simpler
times, such as prophets had foretold were destined to ap-
pear again in the millennial future. So in France, St. Simon

and Fourier and in England, Owen and Sadler promulgated . ..

their ideas and wrought them out as best they could in ex-
periments,

Germany was more slow to catch the flame because
economic conditions there were quite different; because also
the Teutonic mind is in itself less inflammable than that
of the Anglo-Saxon or the Celtic race. Nevertheless in the
same year (1825) that Owen crossed the Atlantic to settle
his socialistic colony in the then wild wilderness of Indiana,
Baron Rapp of Germany brought over a company of men
and women, mostly of the peasant order, to found a com-
munity in Economy, Pennsylvania.

One serious difficulty had every where attended commun-
ism, and that was the question, upon what basis to settle
the relations between men and women. The French Revo-
lution, as everybody knows, had proclaimed the abolition
of marriage, and had put men and women on a so-called
equal basis as regarded industrial and political rights. That
is, women were to engage in all industrial pursuits at equal
wages with men, and were to enjoy equal rights to suffrage
and political emoluments. There were several good and
practical reasons for this so-called emancipation of women.
It was clearly seen at that time, and a hundred years of ex-
perience has only confirmed the view, that family life and
communal life were wholly incompatible. Family life in-
volves authority over children and responsibility for their
welfare, but communism proposes to abolish all authority,
and to supersede parental control by making children the
wards of the State. Besides this, communism abolishes in
toto, the right of inheritance, along with that of private
property ; but when parents have brought up their children
in separate homes, and have formed those ties of self-sacri-
ficing love which nature weaves with such incalculable
strength about the parental heart, the laws of private posses-
sion and inheritance will maintain themselves with an au-
thority against which the social reformer may rail in vain.
Jean Jacques Rousseau, who may almost be called the
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father of modern communism, saw this i
had also the courage of his convictions, a:dergaglifg Igis filrg
new born children, one after the other, to the turnstile of a
foundling hospital. I am aware that this statement has
been _dlsp_uted.b_y Socialists but since he himself declared it
true in his writings (see Encyclopedia Britannica article
J. J. Rousseau) the proof seems incontestible .
B_ut to go I_Jack to Robert Owen and Bar-on R
their communistic colonies of 1825
Owen even in the sparsely settled
carry out the communistic theory of
between men and women, and State ¢
ization simply would not permit it
do, was therefore to break down til

State by a system of easy div
ceeded to do.  Within the ﬁffe tirﬁzcg’f %ocilae?ga(t) Owen pro-
son Robert Dale Owen, it was so far acco \T.F"E and his
Indiana became a by-word for easy divor mplished, that
example which other states have sometim Ce,f 29 it wie
El;g;:l% lae rexlz_}embered_that the lax divorce f'aswsoni\‘vﬁdll ?t
ought so little credit to American le islati A
originally to the direct influence of (g gislation were due
son of the two Owens, mimunism in the per-

Baron Rapp took another ¢q

ties “;ihlch had been founded irllJ r.IS;}gngde;glﬁ}' Communi-
E:EEZC atatrgaotlhm:f to be a practicable example (13? ew}flat 2=
e t}f]e . 1%,1 s members and depending fo LRl s
R%pp adolgfedr 1.-Lillje‘:’ﬁ’lte; and this wag thegcoull:s 1ec,:Eu_1tls-
R . {e.the Sh&kerS, who by th ik 1}(:"1
gin to an entirely different source f ey owed
commumstcic colomes_, h@s settlement wag ﬁrom the purely
Frfxf?tgiioil _ becgame in time very wealthy lian(l:lgily pros-
Shte fs s Rapy sod Sel T 1B
]1ea§ of z;ff'lii;lsl lai Y e as Miss Gertrudeea e
workshops c'md‘ sa a sho:,vn ths large plant t:, wag = e
and saw the celibate home ations, its husy
two or three ‘men or women liv 8, heat Cottages where

ed together, T}
asks as the o e women

app and
It was impossible for
country of Indiana, to
unauthorized relations
are of children. Civil-
The next best thing to
¢ marriage laws of the

age, were not loud, but dee t of children in their old

2 ; P. The colony
is'iirf ss?feke?t}? ave recently done, becaﬁgeﬁn? b (':Ol'laps?d
Y, pite of their wealth and the easy ]‘ivesoofthlelr inabil-
their mem-

bers, to attract new recri:
;s ; Cruats,
made on the celibate plan, HnEE world simply wasn’t
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Meantime in Europe the family question would not down
The family was not compatible with the community, and to
abolish it implied so much of open and admitted immoral-
ity, that communism came into great disrepute. But the
slow German mind had at last taken up the subject of this
imperious reform. It saw at once the hopelessness of devel-
oping the German hausfrau into the full fledged citizeness,
and therefore the cry was raised that the new reform was
merely economic. It would leave all matters of religion
and domestic habits to be settled by the individual, and con-
cern itself only with the Social institutions of the race.
The name, Communism, was sloughed off, and that of So-
cialism substituted, and it was supposed that at last the
whole matter was put upon a practicable basis. This was
in 1835. The doctrine of the emancipation of women was
however steadfastly maintained and the Social Democratic
party which is founded upon the teachings of Karl Marx
and is today the dominant Socialist party of Germany, in-
variably demands in the declaration of principles put forth
by its congresses, universal suffrage without distinction of
sex.

For the next ten or twelve years Ferdinand Lassalle,
Frederic Engles, Rodbertus, Karl Marx and many others,
all men of brilliant parts and the most revolutionary ideas,

‘kept Europe in a ferment. In 1840, Proudhon, a poor but

gifted scholar in Paris, full of the iconoclastic spirit of the
time, published his book entitled “What is Property.” The
reply “Property is Theft” struck what was the first decided
note of anarchy in the great uproar. But Proudhon was
an idealist, and while his destructive doctrines added a
sharper and more corrosive element to the theories of revolu-
tion already in vogue, it was not till twenty years later, that
they found in Michael Bakunin the maddened energy which
was to make them practical. To say that Anarchism is not
a phase of Socialism, a form of belief and action purely
sympathetic with it, is to contradict history. Dr. John Rea
(LLD. of Edinburgh) whose volume entitled Contemporary
Socialism has been pronounced by a high authority, “the
sanest, most philosophic and altogether most satisfactory
treatise which has appeared upon the subject,” says of An-
archism —

“Tt is no new party however. It is merely the extreme
element of the modern Socialistic movement. Mr. Hynd-
man and other Socialists would fain disclaim the Anarchists
altogether, and are fond of declaring that they are the very
opposites of Socialists, but this contention will not stand.
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* % * % The mass of the party whose deeds (have)

made a stir on both sides of the Atlantic. ;
more Socialistic than the Socialists themtsf(e:ivfs HﬁdOUthdly
At this time, however, that ‘
distinction was made betwee
great Revolutionary party,
flaming the discontented and
countries, to rise in revolutio
their masters, to grind Gove
religion, as represented by th

is in the early 40's, no great
n the different wings ofg the
It was all alike bent upon in-
lgnorant masses of European
n and throw off the yoke of
rments to powder; to throw

e chure 5
asunder every chain of auth w0 the winds to break

restrained freedorp of action, g.;léyt; 11-:2:111?12 ;fi;gﬂfous’ which
that unfettered liberty which their inflamed i grinan, o
pictured as the original inheritance of huma ‘tmagmamons
a Congress of Socialists was held in Lond Mt ey
and Frederick Engles were ; on and Karl Marx

a Manifesto of the Communj y it to RS

] | 1 st party, whi
clopedia Britannica, “wag Publi]islhtf};c,l i, says the ney:

guages of Western Europe and ig the L oJost of the lan

that revolutionary Soci
the nineteenth century
, Y, but expres

energy of the agitator, which in ]zhe ?e
n1<;_1{vemen§s has so startled the world.”
skiﬁ E}asirfgai? ctﬂa; wild harangue written with cons

] ¢ the passions of an ignorant e e
were feeling the pangs of o ant multitude who

) first proclamation of
alism armed with all the learning of
d with the fire and
Nternational and other

United States. The first
Community in Western N
Noyes. It was the first co
tempt to carry out the fyl] ;
: ! ntent an
concerning the relations between mei g e of Socialism
writes in his volume entitled 4 Histo *1d women. Noyes
e o follows : "V of American Social-
p_q‘ﬁﬁ }a{fﬁrm that there ; diff
roperty in persons, and Droberty Hierence hetween
Loan A = 1 i
;:,s;?]i sp117'1t lzlx-hlch_ abolishes excjiusilvsﬁmgsy'and -
Ay yéx“Iou' abollgh, if circumstances esl,i; In - regard to
2 clusiveness in womep and chilg a fi;wed full ccore
nit x?jss ftgucaérrg out these ideas that tl::n(b i
y W nded. Tt prospereq financiay] fnf‘-lda Commu-
i Y or nearly thirty

§ N0 intripgje

years, but was finally, in the old age of John Humpirey
Noyes, suppressed as a Community by its indignant neigh-
bors, and now exists as a joint stock company in which
marriage rites are observed and the emancipation of womern
is less discussed than it formerly was. )

The other event was the calling of the first Woman's
Rights Convention in this country by Elizabeth Cady Stan-
ton and others. o o _

Up to this time Socialism had been a terrifying power in
Europe. It had been a leading factor in the greatest polit-
ica! upheaval of modern times, it had shaken thrones, it had
overthrown dynasties, it had (_)vershado_wed the naticus
with a fear of republicanism which was like the specter ol
the Brocken, it had become the bete now of chancellerl'c&
and it had caused the police of Europe more apprehension
and taxed its resources more heavily than all gthqr causes
combined. More than this, it hz}d penetrat_-ed “:1th its rami-
fications the entire proletariat of Europe, infusing into it a
sense of its own misery, a defiant, desperate determination
to right its own wrong by a revolution of fire and swoid,
and at the bottom of it all, a nascent idea of brotherhood, of
strength in union such as it had never known before. Tt
was a great work for any propaganda to have wrought, gu_d
false as were its premises and meretricious 1ts arguments, it
had not been without its beneficent results.

In the first place it had so alarmed reckless States and a
careless Church that they had begun to look after the condi-
tion of their poor with a very sincere and anxious scrgtn‘uu
Once shocked into zeal in the cause, philanthropy began
such a work of relief and amelioration as the world }md'
never seen before. Scarcely any characteristic of the XIX
Century is more notable than its wide and deep study QE
philanthropic needs and methods. At the ontset some con-
fusion was caused by want of discernment between the
claims and methods of Socialism and those lines of work
alone which Christian  Civilization had always labc_rred.
'1“}1(3?1115‘5{“‘110” was clear and marked, but not all even of the
best thinkers of the time were able to see it. )

Christianity has always been in practice, if not in tl_'leor_-.',
o believer in the principles of evolution, in the Sltl uggle for
existence, in progress through effort, in an ever ascending
uplift of humanity through a militant strife with opposing
evil. Socialism from the first has been a leveler. }t \j-'OLlld
improve the condition of_ the poor, the mcompelcut, the
evil disposed by bringing the rich, the strong, the
successful down to a common plane, It would
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emancipate  women from the bonds of it
I%ral_?lglll\j{ga ) _ther;fil ldown to the level of p?g;?séuf}
Kl Mo 204 G ko, G 0 B i
3 - . ! s r i
xﬁ:ﬁ;s ith?l foundation stone and four ;]g:lgalree f:;llse}:fs tgéie
cialism’issb 1et ex.til'eme form of that competition which So:
the survivalenf with all its energy upon suppressing ; whi
of the fittest, is in itself the tr] g3 waile
the apotheosis of inequality. . e,

£ 1 It spans the w
tw Senl those whq die because theypare tohoe \l‘eI;?l © space .be'
and those who live because they are too strong\t;c)odsjurvllve,
e, In-

stead of a spirit of noble emulatio i
ggégllis\;as]‘:; revilr characteristic of nCElllr:*?stsigll‘:ilt?a;tegs eabvor,
exalted andez Ilﬁsrrage and defiance towards that \2151 }SS_‘E,
higher ideas do ow materialistic determination to b:rinm1 Ilsl
is this fact :rnoreer B pot S0rdid Level, , In cpect
: e palpable than in its treatm .
qufstion. To illustrate this, T must heg Iggt Of, the woman
?hee;\tr 1i‘a‘cher lengthy quotations. Ve havvee st o roduge
he statement of J. H. Noyes, the founder of e orcod)
Sorpr;?umt}-. About the same time E = the Oneida
Sa[;(é{ai:‘?t 'lrgcr;lggr of the German Reichstag, now de :
o (f ress before' the German W orkis CEase(Jj,
ion, (I quote Woolsey’s “Communism and . g Men's
i ".lfnhoe woman question would be taken br; thzcldahsm” 2
¥ r a i
o ownecgﬁgg(lzgf Spéakl.ng, the communistic Sta?czempgd’
e d_o_rdm this State, when the com un‘.e,l"
oS i dual men and Women' squall e - |
the privileges o.f citizenship) “hearg th e o e‘nt1t1ed
inagltan;mg the children, and no Private Cae i?blllgajclon of
childre; eb;vigqeii need no longer, oyt of fez; §Xlsts, *
; ained to one man. The 1, Ber or fie
sexes will be 51mpIy a moral one, and if ond between the
not harmonize could.be dissolved’ Ty the characters did
HJSdEEHH;stormJ _Bas-is of Socialism ip Biioi
“Thus b?eaﬂiin(gagg“ifz) :d b R
g V11 an ildi
gether, and new fgrms arise touﬁidslgg czpthgo on slowly to-
(Sﬁfnrllfa:‘?i? g]feofaf?;ﬂy' That, in _the Germane—glllcli‘: 'It o
children 1%0111 in1 s acﬁd IFESPonsﬂ)ility of the paré;ttlan i 4
Divorce and th lwlf' e S o end o
o e habitual use of prostitytio ea How,
pper and middle classes are but s Tl among men of
plcte change in family relationg Whicgl‘{lptorns of the com-

is goi
the mass of the people. It has been absoglﬁtlgl% on among
J HECESSary’

—

as recounted, that the State should step in between parents
and children to prevent them from overwork, and to take
care that the next generation does not grow up wholly igno-
rant: meanwhile the connection between the two sexes is,
as official records show us, quite free from any sense of re-
sponsibility or permanence among a large portion of the
population. Manifestly when such modifications are taking
place society is undergoing a great, crucial revolution with-
in, which may show itself openly in either five, ten or fifty
years, but which cannot in the nature of the case be
delayed beyond a calculable period. The social tendencies
are clearly developing themselves, and the next stage of the
human race must be a widely extended communism.”

The fallacy of this generalization consists in completely
reversing the order of historic facts concerning marriage.
Mr. Hyndman assuimes that there has been a time when
marriage was more successfully upheld as an institution,
and the lives of men and women were purer than at the
present day, and that the admitted evils of our time arc
greater and more general than at a former period. The
truth is exactly the reverse of this. Bad as may be the
state of society at present, since the days of that almost in-
credible immorality of the heathen world against which
Christianity made the first stand, there has never been a
time when the moral sense of the world has been so alive
to the beneficence of marriage, and the lives of so many men
and women have been sO faithfully conformed to it, as dur-
ing the past century. Even the last fifty years has shown a
decided gain in the public appreciation of the virtue of
chastity both in men and women, and though the Socialistic
agitation of that time, has undoubtedly sown much evil
seed which it requires the incessant 1::1!301' of moralists tn
destroy, the discussion thus set in motion has resulted in a
oreater reverence for the home and a higher appreciation
of the virtues enthroned in it, than has ever generally pre-

vailed before. ] 2
or (Enghsh translation) “Woman,

From Bebel’s “Frau” oS, :
Past. Present and Future”, it is impossible to make quota-
tions suited to these pages. Suffice it to say, that while

nothing is said in praise of the purity of womanhood or its
elevating influence upon society, of the physical dangers of
license, whole pages are given to the exposition of the phy-
sical evils of continence, and the crying injustice and cruelty

of imposing upon woman any law more authoritative than
: il And Herr Bebel is today the acknowl-

Socialism.
g

her own impulses.
edged leader of German




With, such sentiments openly expoun
gated, with the authority olt? th:;: la“? oxre%eﬁaf;is piﬁ?u"i
parents over their children entirely abrogated, with ,childro
turned over to the State for protection and education wi‘ei
is left of marriage and the Christian home? Is there ']ar
escape from the conclusion, evidently accepted by these d’u—'\
pounders of Socialism, that all relations between men mi
women would be placed upon the level of those hetween at?f
ouvrier and the grisette, the Bohemian artist and hi l,lle
the man of the world and, the woman of the halfﬂvgrﬁ'}oﬁt o

For the loss qf her rights and privileges as wif ' 1
mother, woman is to be compensated by equal we 1e -
eq_ual wages with man, and the right to vote. \*Vitl:l - -;am:l
glimmering of a perception of the changes implied (?Vthi
social _orcl_er by the industrial and political equ'lljlit- 1? s
man, is it any wonder that the overwhelmj:w 1.8 e
women, as conceded on all hands, decline the spe —— O‘f-
ofe\romf’m sfuﬁ;l‘age? PRERES bak
_ Certain of the Anglican Cler y
fallacious economic goctrines o%yt}i]eavgogz?igt?liﬂfd by j:he
themse_lves Chrlstian Socialists, and in Germany Hl o Cal‘lmg
Catholic Societies working, and very s1.u:ces;fu}IlE:l e celFam
onize rev_oh‘l‘tlonary Socialism, have taken the s}’ g N
Rae in his “Contemporary Socialism” (page 2 g mame,
I l"‘lfave before alluded, says of these; g€ 245) to which
i gflél;XChriShin gocgz:lhcf.tstlm London accept the doctrines

koA e or :

Congresses often speak of Sociaiiifﬁr;s a& E‘ ri? 115 b Church
perfection of Christianity; but Catholic Soci Cli.e.a highy
stand their Christianity and their Socialism batLStS .LmderH
make any such identification, and regard the c?o FEr_than e
organization of revolutionary Socialism in the C_T}I.l(-:s- Ao
judgment exprgssed in the Pope’s encyclical Desplm %
1878, Wh}(:l'} said, ‘So great is the difference bCfEmber 28th,
(the: Socialists’} wicked dogmas and the ur % yeen their
ICImS.t that ther}e can be no greater; for wl}jlate e
has justice with injustice, or w :
with]darkness s : O WIBE o1

The suppression of the uprising of
quent increase of the militarIiv andg poli(::[e8 Aﬁnind
led toa c:hzmge in tactics on the part of the ableels le _Eumpe,
Socialistic party. Revolutionary Socialism lftac S
face as State Socialism and the leaders disclaiI;n g i

participation
on has light

the subse-

ed any pres-

ent purpose of overthrowing governmen
( ts by f i
prcgaaganda of ideas however went steadily Jfoi?xf;;i S
And now we must turn to the de e ol
i velopment of Anarchism

. were first practically urged by

for a moment. We have said in a previous page, that
Proudhon was the father of the Anarchistic idea and the
famous epigram ‘‘Property is theft,” or more grammatically
is stealings,” the product of his idealiz-

expressed, “Property 1 ) luct o
ing brain ; but the extreme doctrines to which his statements

led of the right, even the duty, of _thebexpropriated to re-
venge their wrongs by assassination, Dby dynamite,
by poison, by any destructive agency known to man,

Michael Bakunin. Bakunin
was a Russian of the highest aristocracy, who for his par-
ticipation in the German Socialistic movements of 1848, had
been exiled to Siberia for twelve years. Upon his return,
maddened by the freatment he had rgceived, with a vigor
which seemed born of the infernal regions, he set about the
work of inflaming the passions and st_irring up tI}e _evil en-
ergies of the discontented. The teachings of Socialism had
spread through a1l classes and furnished explosive material
readv made to his hand. A party mpst_ly of young men
had been seeking to revolutionize Russia 1n the interests of
Constitutional Government. The stern policy of repression
practiced upon them, made them also fit tools for Bakunin’s
propaganda of violence, and he becamelthe re_cogmzcd
leader of Nihilism, and through both the_:\parc}pstlc and
Nihilistic movements the ferment gf Socialism s clearly
traceable. There has never been a time when if you struck
the Anarchists, the Socialists did not feel the blow. After
the Havmarket riot of 1885 English Socialists sent to this
country a strong deputation™ to work for the release of the
condemned Anarchists, and the whole country owes a debt
to the incorruptible Judge Joseph E. Gary, and the then
Governor of Illinois, Richard J. Oglesby, who stood like a
great rock amid a surging sea against the almost overwhel.n%
ine influence which Socialism brought to bear upon him.
% arest to these two mern, know the re-

Only those who were ne .
e of bribery, of threatenings exerted

sources of persuasion, oI D 1 davs :
by the power of Socialism m those evil days, or of the un-

swerving firmness and patriotism with which they were

withstood. .

We have noted in an earlier paragraph that the first
Woman’s Rights Convention was called in 1848 by Mrs,
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and others. In those tumultuous

eaded by Dr. Edward Aveling, a leading London
¢ of Karl Marx, the story of whose * free
old in ‘¢ ")ne Woman's Experience of
s Association Opposed to the Exten-

# This deputation was h
Socialist, and EleanoT, daughter
marriage with its tragical results 18 1{._ !
Emancipation,” published by the Illinot

gion of Suffrage to Women.
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years the intellectual atmosphere of the United States was
distinctly sympathetic with that of Europe. It was a time
of “ologies and ’isms. Whoever is familiar with the early
history of the Anti-Slavery movement will recall that it
was dangerously complicated with a party against which its
ablest leaders, Charles Sumner, Ralph Waldo Emerson
Whittier, Frederick Douglass, Lewis Tappan, all enereet.
ically protested, and that was the clique of Socialistic or
Communistic agitators who rallied under the war cry “of
No government,”* and came to be called the No Govern-
ment party. Its male leaders have mostly dropped out of
history, but Fanny Wright, Earnestine L. Rose, and Abby
Kelly Foster are still remembered as among the Pioneers
of the cause of Woman's Rights.

“Fanny Wright was associated with Robert Dale Owen
in the publication in New York of the Free Inguirer, in
1829, and in its columns she attacked religion in every form
marriage, the family and the State. (I quote from Mrs. Rosi
siter Johnson’s book entitled “IWoman and the Republic.”)
In the Anti-Slavery convention held at London in 1840 this
clique was represented by three women, to the dismay of the
English delegates who promptly voted t¢ exclude them.
Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, though not a delegate, was
present at the convention and took part in the pecu,liarlv
feminine tactics by which the excluded women proceeded
to make themselves a thorn in the flesh of the convention
and there is no question but her ideas of woman’s politicai
rights were gained directly from Socialistic or Communistic
sources.

For a generation after the Civil War, saner counsels pre-
vailed among all so-called reformers, and many women in
this decade, are advocates of Woman Suffrage who have no
suspicion of itsorigin or tendencies; but the marksof itshirth
are on it still. Tts advocacy of equal industrial rights, its
determined attempts to obliterate all differences between the
sexes in matters of education and employment, and its
frantic setting up of the standard of independence between
men and women, in place of that mutual dependence upon
each other which is the only possible status in the marriage
relation, and the corner stone of the home, all distinctly
identify it with its Communistic source,

* Ag an indieation of the fanatieal spirit of the time it mav b
while to record that the phrase was taken from the motto of a,}rceI‘Et}aiv:;m;li.aztL
of Fourierites which was in full, ‘*No God, no church, ne government, no

n.mrriage, no money, no meat, hio 8alt, no pepper,” a desceni from th -
ime to the ridiculous for whieh it would be diffieult to find g paralle] le e
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Tt is not within the scope of this paper to analyze the
pretentions of Socialism to economic reform. It is safe to
say, however, that there are no problems between Labor and
Cefpital_. that cannot be solved, no wrongs to el_ther party
that cannot be righted, through the operation of Christian.
ethics, without overtumiuglth(zl ﬁl§e11311b}1|:t{on1:;1'oclaumng

i ~stroying parental an ial relations. .
At'lll?llzstintﬁ;icf;re ygr?efous evils both social and economic
which must be faced and their solution essayed by the com-
ing generation, 10 thoughtful‘observer of. the currents Of
life and thought can deny. Ne_lth_er woulc[ it be w1sle or glust
to underrate the power ol °St:mclahsm.. It 1s pg'o_ba;:u'yfico ay,
all things considered, the most formidable political influence

in Europe or America. Tt holds both continents in a state

of siege. It has no armies in the field, no navies upon the

: i Is of thought are
i assault upon the cnt‘_atde

Sé%?}’\sﬁ?es;eb;t I;E-Sogress. Not the Parlxame_nts of the.world
lone, feel its power; its teachings are widespread in our
i and in many pulpits there are

schools and universities, R T iy
strange departures from the simplicity _off the Gospel, which
markbthe Atheistic, materializing, unspiritual encroachments

of Socialism ; while in the factory and the workship its sway

i coming autocratic. . 3
° :.fl“aljé I;i)liticalbdangers of such a propaganda in a country

things, are sufficiently evident.
Ehere_ tll;e b'?llé?]f iieitsﬂf:sonﬂil deredgthaf the balance of power
Especially ?- by & minority well organized and managed,
is s0 often hel 5 élat which Socialism has developed in this
no such :Eorc%é’- egarded with indifference. The difference
(C:Eu:t?cjufaﬁwusanﬁ votes might easily place in the Presi-

: : o by the help of the immense power
dential chair, a 3% w2 | the command of the army and

: : e anc 1a] -
of presml.azrrlllttlal _g?ﬁr%ﬁl‘%ges in our political methods which
{:avyy ;glge th‘z work of years to counteract, if the evil could
it wou ' :

one understands this better
yer be WIg)u}iraI?;tdl?er;?l-ersl\Iﬁlo are working with ceaseless
than thoseb QI;: ahout this very result. Nor are the moral
il rs less grave and imminent. Count Andrew
and social dangs {in ag quoted in the Chicago i’“-mb{;z.-:-:.:_z Qf
Bernstorff of Ber Ik" of the moral effect of the Socialistic
July 21, 1901, speaxing “The indirect influence of

: ny says =0
propaganda i Ei;rzi?iyyovefe;timated' _The demoralizing
Sf?cmh'sml 155;:1?ng the bonds of authority between parents
effect 1n 100 )

and children,dpuplrl;uc
has certainly done F
ality.”” To this charge may

and teachers, masters and servants,

h to lower the state of national mor-

be added that in our own coun-
3




try the teachings of Socialism have had a most disastrous
effect upon the public mind in regard to personal purity
and the sacredness of the marriage relations. It is not
too much to say that by far the greatest of those influences

- which tend to justify and facilitate, thoughtless marriages,
and easy and frequent divorces, has been that of the Social-
istic propaganda.

The question of the means by which such destructive
doctrines should be met, becomes one of deep interest. First
of all it would seem that since the first aim of Socialism is,
by covert means, to overthrow the Republic, the course of
the true patriot should be, to strengthen the foundation upon
which it was originally built, to reaffirm those principles of
constitutional liberty which our Revolutionary fathers be-
queathed to us, to the maintenance of which they pledged
their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor ; in so many
instances redeeming those pledges by immortal deeds. And
this is not to be done by Fourth of July orations, nor a dis-
play of forensic fireworks in the halls of State, but by a care-
ful seeking after the fundamental principles of right, and
truth, and justice to all the people, and an honest painstak-
ing embodiment of them in legislation. Our government
wasbuiltupon the foundation of equal rights to all, as before
the law; it abjures classes and recognizes only the people,
but at the same time it proclaims the right of every man to
the fruits of his toil, be it more or less than that of his
neighbor, and the right to rise above his original condition
as far as his ability and lahor can honestly carry him. When
legislation is builded upon any other than this safe and
strong foundation it topples, and is open to attacks from
both avowed and insidious foes.

Nor can civilization any where be firmly established ex- -

cept upon a foundation which shall include that true religion
which consists in love to God as well as love to man, If
in some earlier periods of history, the first of these two
propositions has heen emphasized to the neglect of a broad
humanitarianism, today it would seem that in our deep and
altogether laudable zeal for searching into and destroying
the evil conditions which afflict the race, we are in danger
of neglecting the first half of the great commandment. But
hefore we can even approach the solution of the deep prob-
lems of modern life, there must be in the minds of all g
sense of the divine power, the divine wisdom, the divine
love, which shall prevent our accepting the tinkering of
every crass fanatic as an improvement upon the divine or-
der.
14
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ems to be solved scarcely one is more
hat which is popularly known as the
During the past century great changes
have been going on in the status of.\\_-'omcn_.s C_n{}lquatllou
has been exalting her in point of prAwllege,' O(}:]la Llj;lcrlltas
heen scouting her privileges and ploclalnln_lg ! eni rig 1' 5.
Between the two forces she has reachefi a point in Iu:lr e‘,.i\é
lution where the two ideals of the new womanl—_au(; ftl: 2)_
stand squarely face to face appealing to mankind for ag

proval. In the great coming social struggle which is to
prevail ?

The “free wife”

with marriage, recogn

if she chooses,

changes her mates if : ften: _

her gowns Ghe votes, pays laxes, legislates, and pursues
g .S

an independent career, unhamperecl b.y.I]u,u‘sery‘ca.na:c,t_.I or
the duty of training those ch_lldren which naltu“-e’ ?\qtl a
orim irony, still insists that this lofty, independ enl.lluea 11.11e
2 - A parental State which assumies au the other
shall bear. =2 fortunately, cannot relieve her of

i aternity, un
fﬁnftgf‘gge()f ?11‘1 this %he real crux of the whole matter of
Nna . : 2 ;
emancipation, it 13 laughably powerless. - ceform.
‘Over against this product of modern economic reform,

i ife and mother of

i ashioned womarn, tl}e wi !

s e Dslief;?:cepts marriage with its outcome of ma-

?16 %Omz.s a lifelong 1'esp0nsibilit}f, and adjusts her whole
21711 y, €l =

: i < t of
i i 1 ~ dim unuttered sense that_ the greates
life toit, with S9F° : namely, the continuance of the

e 'u!ﬂiidzfttiilr&:.n%ss’committed to her care. To bear
torces o Cldw ¢ them to good citizenship is her mission.
children i xi-eat will tax her utmost strength. It makes
It is a task )_E-la hysical toil which the labor market de-
that unremiting P Long absences from home, and

: . i

ossible to he_ ; 3 " o

n%ands;;'g::pin purstits alien to it, ruin her career as woman.
absorpti :

. -es that she should be protected and
Justice thereioll eciﬁ?il;ggsoi and nature have alike df%treed
supported, angd be the task of the father of her children.
that this Shoufol-e che cheerfully resigns those civic rights
To'hlm’ g to ti’lé anited family, that she may the more
which b§loil§ celf to the ceascless care, the tireless wvigils
fre(_il}r give el‘tiol‘l requires of her, as the mothfar o‘f‘the
which hez v?ca iet home-life spiritual visions and intuitions
s 1 h(;n 1(131 which fit her to be the inspirer of man to
come to her a Slf_s helper in every emergency, and from the
all good deeds, &7 home goes out the light of the true

' r of the 2
inner sanctuary O tine with celestial ray the upward path
=

shekinah, illunna .

Of all the probl
fundamental than t
Woman Question.

of Socialism assumes no responsibilities
izes no motive in it but pleasure. She
as often as she changes



of the race. So living, she cultivates that spirit of mutual
dependence and love which constitutes the true life of the
home, and is the foundation of that world-wide beneficence
which is the moving spirit of progress, the crowning destiny
of the race. It is this spirit alone which can solve all the
puzzling questions which the changing conditions incident
to progress, bring to the forum of human thought. When
home influences are what they should be, the home spirit will
rule the world, It will be seen then that true government
implies thoughtful care and tenderness for the governed,
that the weak are to be treated with the patient mother in-
sight and father care by the strong; that the man whose
business is conducted in such a manner that it is a source
of profit to himself alone, who practices selfishness and in-
justice in his daily life, to the degredation and demoraliza-
tion of those dependent upon him, is not a useful or hon-
arable factor in the life of the community. He is not living
up to the home spirit, the spirit of fraternal love and can
never know the self respect or the respect of his fellows
which comes to him whose whole life is planned along the
lines of that beneficence which flows from the heart of the
Almighty Father, and is the highest end of being, human or
divine,

Chicago, December 1901,
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